Annual Parish Council Meeting

West Meon Parish Council

Minutes of
10™ June 2025, 6.30pm
West Meon Village Hall

Present:

In Attendance:

Meeting started: 6.32 pm.

Item No.

Cllr H Davies (Chair), Clir S Fowler, Clir R Gedye, Cllr S Hickmore,
Cllr JHumphreys, Clir T Main

Cllr Bolton (WCC), Cllr J Pett (WCC), Clir M Wallace (HCC), B Gibson-Ost

Parish Clerk, member of Flood Action Group and member of public

Decision

3067 Apologies for 1. Apologies accepted from Cllr V Burke.
Absence
3068 Chairs Remarks  |1. Cllr Davies has received a 25-page mandate from the Bob
Russell Trust, which she will review and report back to the group.
3069 Disclosable 1. None.
pecuniary
interests
3070 To Suspend 1. Members RESOLVED to suspend Standing orders to allow for
Standing Orders public participation: -
A Trustee on behalf of the West Meon Music Festival requested
consideration for use of the recreation ground for parking. The
Chair confirmed that changes cannot be made, referencing the
existing Recreation Ground Policy, (available to view on the
website) and Risk Assessment carried out last year.
3071 'To Resume 1. Members RESOLVED to resume Standing orders
Standing Orders
3072 Report from 1. Cllr Neil Bolton and Cllr Jerry Pett addressed the council.
outside bodies: a. Anupdate was given on local government re-
District organisation. A public consultation is expected in due
Council course, though the process and timing are yet to be
confirmed.

b. Broadband: Woodlands experiencing significant
broadband connectivity issues. Concern has been
expressed about the lack of transparency and progress in
rural broadband infrastructure.

c. Boomtown: Planning approved in principle, but
environmental conditions may not be met in time, which




may result in it proceeding without final planning
approval this year.

d. South Downs National Park: launched a consultation on
their partnership management plan, that includes
potential project funding schemes. The link to the plan
will be forwarded to the Clerk for circulation and review
by members of the council.

3073 Report from The report was noted.
outside bodies:
County Council
3074 Minutes of Members RESOLVED to approve Minutes of the Meeting, 6™ May
previous meeting: 2025 and duly signed by the Chair.
6" May 2025
3075 Co-option No update.
3076 AGAR: Annual RESOLVED: That the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 be
Governance approved and duly signed by the Chair.
Statement
2024/25
3077 IAGAR: Accounting RESOLVED: That the Accounting Statements 2024/25 be
Statements approved and duly signed by the Chair and Clerk RFO.
2024/25
3078 Conflict of RESOLVED: No conflicts of interest with external auditor BDO
Interest Form LLP and duly signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO.
3079 Annual Internal Members noted the audit report from ‘Do The Numbers’,
Audit Report highlighting ongoing issue from last year and recommendations
2024/25 for ongoing improvement.
a. Clerkto upload the 25/26 Budget into Scribe, to facilitate
quarterly budget reports out of Scribe.
b. RESOLVED: nominal fee of £1 per annum, commencing
this year, for the collection of peppercorn rent for the
Rifle Club and Village Hall.
c. RESOLVED: sector specific legal advice required for
Land Registry and Leases (Rifle Club and Village Hall).
Clerk to contact HALC for advice and report back.
d. DPI’s: Clerk to check the information that is publicly
displayed and report back.
3080 Clerks Report This item was discussed after the Flood Action Update (3081).

The Clerk’s report was circulated ahead of the meeting and
noted by members. While not all items were discussed in detail,
the following key actions were agreed:

a. Road Safety (A32 Crossing): Clir Davies to contact
Hampshire Highways regarding installation of a visibility
mirror near the post box.




b. 67 Bus Route: RESOLVED: ClIr Sue Fowler to represent
the council at an online meeting to discuss ongoing
concerns of the service and reliability.

c. Energy Saving Initiative: Clerk to arrange the loan of a
thermal imaging camera from Owslebury Parish Council
to test the product before purchase.

d. RESOLVED: The Council approved the Clerk’s additional
working hours during May due to AGAR preparation.

e. Lengthsman: A number of issues were noted about
overgrown vegetation. AGREED all requests should be
emailed direct to Cllr Main, so that they can be added to
the list.

3081

Flood Risk/Weir

This item was discussed before AGAR Annual Governance
Statement 2024/25 (3076). See Appendix A for more details.

Cllr Gedye and a member of the Flood Action Group updated
the meeting, following the results of the Hydrox report. The
report identifies man-made structures, particularly culverts, as
primary cause of river flow constriction. Also highlighting the
state of the weir.

Members AGREED:

a. Flood Action Group to contact riparian landowners
requesting action on certain areas identified in the
report.

b. Cllr Gedye to report individual drainage issues on HCC
website.

c. Cllr Gedye to draft an email about the state of the weir
and forward to the Clerk, who will submit to the
Environment Agency.

d. Clir Gedye to draft an email about the state of the
culverts and forward to the Clerk, who will submit to
Hampshire Highways.

3082

Bank Balances

The balances on the current and deposit accounts as of 31 May
2025 were noted: -

a. Current account: £14,077.59
b. Deposit account: £92,601.40

A transfer of £40,000 from Unity current account to Unity
deposit account was made, as agreed in the May meeting, to
capitalise on interest.

3083

Receipts and
Payments

Members noted the Receipts and Payments made for May 2025.
See Appendix B for details.

Nest Pension: members noted the unplanned payment linked to
the Clerks Salary.




3.  WMVH:

a. Anoverpayment on disputed invoice 1274 was noted.
The Clerk to follow up with Treasurer of WMVH to find
out how this will be adjusted.

b. Members noted the price increase from £18 to £20 for
hall hire.

3084 Payments 1. Members noted the payments planned for June 2025: -
Payee Description Amount (£) Payment
Net VAT Gross method
Hugo Fox Web hosting 9.99 2.00 11.99 DD
Clerk salary Clerk salary 691.46 0.00 691.46 FP
HMRC Clerk NI & Tax 246.20 0.00 246.20 FP
HD Gate Repair 36.50 0.00 36.50 FP
Homescapes
CB Reid Payroll and Pension Services 36.00 0.00 36.00 FP
Todeka Support Audit: 2 x meetings 81.00 16.20 97.20 FP
Do The Numbers Internal Audit WMPC 24/25 320.00 0.00 320.00 FP
Winchester City | Dog Bin Emptying —Jan — March
Council 2025 130.00 0.00 130.00 FP
Total 1551.15 18.20 1569.35
3085 Planning 1. None.
Applications
Received:
3086 Planning 1. SDNP/25/01993/PNTEL: Telecom Mast 3124 Vinnells Lane
decisions made: West Meon Hampshire: Removal of 1no existing 17.5m
monopole and 3no existing antennas to be replaced with 1no
new 20m monopole accommodating 3no new antennas and 1no
new 600mm dish, installation of Tho new equipment cabinet and
other associated ancillary works thereto. Decision (No
Objection): Noted
3087 Appeals 1. None
3088 Community & 1. AGREED: a review of all signage around the village and recreation
Recreation: grounds (including Meon Wara), will be carried out. Cllr Davies
Signage to complete the assessment and report back to members.
3089 Old Fitness 1. The old fitness equipment (Headon View rec.) is being stored but
Equipment needs to be moved from its’ current location. Noted that prior
attempts at selling the equipment proved unsuccessful.
IAGREED: that a final attempt should be made: -




a. Clerkto find out the company manufacturer and see if
they have any option for disposal, as well as contact
SLCC and HALC.

b. Ifthisis unsuccessful advertise on Facebook, including
parish and community pages.

c. Ifthereis nointerestin one-month explore the option of
scrapping the equipment.

A final decision to be made following the actions above.

3090 Parish Hub 1. RESOLVED: Cllr Fowler and Cllr Hickmore to attend the next
Meeting Parish Hub Meeting, held at the Village Shop café. Date:
Wednesday 2™ July at 0900 hours.
3091 Playground 1. Members noted the latest playground inspection report and

Inspection Report

discussed the need for an ongoing maintenance plan.

a. AGREED that a site review (walkaround) is necessary to
prioritise actions, distinguishing between items requiring
immediate attention, those suitable for simple in-house
fixes, and those needing external contractor support.

b. AGREED: A working group to carry out the walkaround
and report back with a plan to address the
recommendations before the next meeting.

c. Abiannual maintenance programme was discussed but
deferred until after the site review and proposed plan.

3092 Fitness First 1. a. RESOLVED: To approve the proposed agreement with
Agreement Fitness First, contributing £14 per week towards general
grounds maintenance of the recreation ground, for as
long as outdoor sessions continue, invoiced monthly.

b. Clerk to forward the Agreement for signing (Fitness First
and Clerk/RFO).

3093 Biodiversity 1. Cllr Hickmore presented the Draft Biodiversity plan which was
Working Group noted and recognised as both a legal requirement and an
opportunity for meaningful community environmental projects.

a. Members AGREED that a public meetup to discuss
biodiversity initiatives, engage residents and gather
ideas was necessary.

b. Clir Hickmore to provide details to advertise the meet-up
and forward to Cllr Davies and the Clerk by Friday 13th,
so it can be published in the Parish News, Parish Council
website and noticeboard.

¢c. Members noted it was important to work with local
organisations that had run similar projects, for guidance
and lessons learned.

3094 Date/Time of 1. Tuesday 8" July 2025 at 6.30pm. Put back by one week.
Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm




Signed: Name:

(Chair of meeting approving minutes)

Dated:

Appendix A: Floor Risk/Weir Group (3081):-

The highly technical report was received by Hydrox. The report highlights key contributing factors,
outlined below. The long term aims of the project, if key factors are address, can reduce flood

likelihood from 1in 30 to 1in 100 years.

The key issues identified: -

a. Bridges built 40 years ago unable to cope with current water flow: not wide enough.

b. Silt and debris accumulation in parts of the Meon River.
c. Blocked drains with drains completely blocked at Lynch Lane.
d

Potential reduction of flood plain due to recent land development may impact.

Appendix B: Payments made up to 31 May 2025 (3083):

PAYEE Description Net VAT Total
NEST Pension £25.38 £0.00 £25.38
Unity Bank charge £6.00 £0.00 £6.00
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00
Winchester City Council Play Area Inspection £113.20 £22.64 £135.84
HALC Member training £800.00 £160.00 £960.00
HALC Expenses £406.00 £0.00 £406.00
Todeka Locum Clerk £90.00 £18.00 £108.00
WM Sports Club Hall Hire £130.00 £0.00 £130.00
CB Reid HR Service £30.00 £6.00 £36.00




WMVH Hall hire £20.25 £0.00 £20.25
Hydrock Consultants Flood defence - hydrology £4,950.00 £990.00 £5,940.00
Hugo Fox Ltd Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99
WMVH Hall hire £108.00 £0.00 £108.00
HMRC Salary £253.55 £0.00 £253.55
Clerk Salary £707.38 £0.00 £707.38
NEST Pension £26.84 £0.00 £26.84
WM Community Shop Grant £500.00 £0.00 £500.00
JUlph Grant £500.00 £0.00 £500.00
Citizens Advice Bureau Grant £220.00 £0.00 £220.00

Appendix C — Parish News — For Information
A member informally raised a point regarding the financial sustainability of the Parish News, which
currently costs the Church Committee approximately £6,800 per year. An initial conversation had
taken place with the Church Committee, about the possibility of collaborating with the Parish Council
to explore a revised model for producing the publication. It was suggested that further information
should be gathered and circulated by email ahead of the next meeting, with a view to including the
matter as a formal agenda item for discussion and potential resolution.




