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WEST MEON PARISH COUNCIL 

06th June 2025 
Clerk’s Report 

 

 

Clerk’s Report for May 2025 
 
General Administration & Meetings: 

Website Updates: 

• The new Civic Parish Council meeting dates added. 
• 25/26 Budget uploaded. 

News updates added:  

• My Home Made Better: Thank you to Cllr Wallace for sharing the content. 
• Single Storey Almshouses, East Meon: Vacancy now extended to West Meon, additionally this was 

highlighted on We Are West Meon and on the PC noticeboard. 

Correspondence Received: 

Parking for Disabled People:  
Concerns raised about the lack of a designated disabled parking space near the bus stop in the High Street (disabled sign 
no longer visible). 
 
Overhanging Bushes and Hedges:  

• Three emails received on issues relating to overgrown hedgerows. 
• Immediate action was taken (by the homeowners) to trim back the hedge on private land, to help accessibility 

along the pavement on the A32.  The prompt action was greatly appreciated. 
• For the issue on Marlands Lane (junction joining A32), overhanging bushes causing poor visibility pulling out of 

the junction, I directed them to Hampshire Highways to raise the issue directly and they have now informed me 
the issue has been resolved. 

 
Path Between Marlands Lane and A32 

• Overgrown nettles restricting access to the path between Marlands Lane and the A32, in part this may be due to 
the unseasonably warm weather. 

• I have asked Cllr Main to add this to the Lenghtsman’s duties on his next visit.   
 
Road Safety – A32 Crossing 

• Concern was raised about visibility, especially for those with limited mobility but also children, and parents with 
children crossing the road.  A mirror, like the one on the A32 (before Station Road), was suggested believing this 
would provide better visibility if installed higher up in the village near the postbox. 

 
Parish Liaison Briefing:  

• Being held Tuesday 24th June, 15:00–17:00.  This will be an online meeting available to the Clerk and two 
Councillors.  Details circulated.  Cllr Sue Fowler responded confirming attendance. One space remains.  If 
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anyone else would like to attend, please let me know. 
 
West Meon Music Festival:  

• Requested a banner placement on the cross (two weeks before the festival) and inquired about parking 
arrangements.  Advised that the maximum period is 2 weeks. 

• As a result of the Recreation Ground Policy, an alternative parking location was shared with a point of contact.  
 
Financial: 
 
External Audit: 

• Completed the variance analysis between 2023/24 and 2024/25 accounts. 
• Completed the bank reconciliation of both the Current and Deposit accounts. 
• Completed the reconciliation of the Asset Register 2023/24 and 2024/25. 

 
Scribe Accounts: 

• Created profiles for Chair and Vice Chair with Read Only and Report access. 

• Read-only access can be granted to other councillors if they wish to view financial information. 
 
 Unity Bank: 

• Gained access to Unity Bank; now able to create transactions and download statements. 
Studio 6: 

• Received an outstanding invoice from the previous council regarding printing of booklets. 
• Currently liaising with Studio 6 to clarify any payments due and agreements in place. Update will follow. 

WMVH Invoices: 
• Two invoices are in dispute; these have been communicated back and relate to invoice 1247 (should be 

£72 and not £108).  A new invoice has been received but the disputed amount paid.  Will liaise with 
WMVH for a credit or carry over. 

• There has been a price increase and future bookings will be charged at £20 (previously £18). 
 
Leases and Licences: 
 

• 9x9 Pitch: Signed copy of the licence has been submitted to Hampshire County Council. 
 
Community: 
 
67 Bus Service: 

• An online meeting will soon be scheduled between councillors and Hampshire County Council 
representatives to discuss issues with the 67 and 64 bus routes (frequency and reliability). 

• It is important for our village to have representation at the meeting so that any concerns are heard.  Anyone 
interested in attending, please let me know.  

Woodlands Entrance Signs: 

• I have been pursuing the necessary approval for site locations from HCC and Woodlands Community before 
placing the order with JK Engineering. 

Woodlands Fingerpost Signs: 

• Awaiting update from the contractor about timescales.  Delayed due to the restructure at HCC. HCC Traffic 
Dept. will be in touch when more information is available (last response 29th May). 
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Thermal Imaging Camera: 

• I contacted the Clerk at Owslebury.  On behalf of the PC there they have kindly offered to loan their thermal 
imaging camera, which allows us to try before we buy.  Positive feedback received on its reliability and ease of 
use, so even though summer months will not provide such accurate data it’s still worth considering.  Checking 
online the price is currently £349 reduced from £435, suitable for both IOS & Android. 

Audit Preparation: 

A significant amount of time this month was spent reviewing financial records, internal controls, and supporting 
documentation. 

• Key activities included: 
o Review of financial records and transaction details. 
o Validating documentation (invoices and bank statements). 
o Reconciling accounts and addressing any discrepancies. 
o Explaining significant variances from the previous audit. 

The results from the internal audit have been distributed to council members for review ahead of the next meeting. The 
external documents are now ready for final approval and signature. 

Recreation Ground: 
 
WM Sports Hall: 

• Access was given to the grounds to allow maintenance work to be carried out on the cricket nets. 
 
School Parking (6th June): 

• Advised that the school was parking on the grounds. There was no incidents as a result or any damage to the 
grass.  Is there a special agreement for the school?  
 

Playground Inspection: 
• An inspection report for Headon View Playground has been received and distributed to all councillors for review 

and identifying actions. 
 
Village Hall Gate: 

• The gate attached to the Village Hall has been fixed. I inspected the work and all issues raised have been 
addressed.  The invoice has been submitted and added to this month’s planned payments. 
 

Full Fitness Bootcamp: 
The first bootcamp sessions have started at the lower area of the recreation ground. The initial sessions are being offered 
for free, held on a Monday 6.30-7.30pm.  I created a contract for review at the next meeting.   
 
Neighbourhood Plan / Village Design Statement: 
 
West Meon Parish Design Statement: 

• SDNP provided further information, links to information, on how to apply for mapping and design statements.  
Due to the internal audit, no further progress has been made on this matter. 

 
Hours Worked: 

• Total hours: 72 hours.  Timesheet submitted. 
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• Most of my time was spent on audit preparation, which took a significant portion of my time as I 
navigated through the process. Moving forward, hours should return to a regular level, although 
beginning of June will be slightly higher due to the post audit preparation for AGAR signing. 

AGENDA SUPPORT  

CO-OPTION  
(Agenda 3075) There have been no applications received. 

FINANCE 
 
(Agenda 3082) To note the bank account balances as of 31st May 2025  

Current: £ £14,077.59 
Deposit: £ £92,601.40 
Transfer:  A transfer of £40,000 from Unity Account to Unity Deposit Account was made, which  

was not reflected on the agenda at time of publishing. 
  

(Agenda 3083) To note payments and receipts to date:   
 
Payee                Description                                         Net                      VAT                       Total 

NEST Pension £25.38 £0.00 £25.38 
Unity Bank charge £6.00 £0.00 £6.00 
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 
WMVH Hall hire £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 
Winchester City Council Play Area Inspection £113.20 £22.64 £135.84 
HALC Member training £800.00 £160.00 £960.00 
HALC Expenses £406.00 £0.00 £406.00 
Todeka Locum Clerk £90.00 £18.00 £108.00 
WM Sports Club Hall Hire £130.00 £0.00 £130.00 
CB Reid HR Service £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 
WMVH Hall hire £20.25 £0.00 £20.25 
Hydrock Consultants Flood defence - hydrology £4,950.00 £990.00 £5,940.00 
Hugo Fox Ltd Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99 
WMVH Hall hire £108.00 £0.00 £108.00 
HMRC Salary £253.55 £0.00 £253.55 
Clerk Salary £707.38 £0.00 £707.38 
NEST Pension £26.84 £0.00 £26.84 
WM Community Shop Grant £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 
J Ulph  Grant £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 
Citizens Advice Bureau Grant £220.00 £0.00 £220.00 
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(Agenda 3084) Planned payments for June 2025: 
 
 

 

PLANNING and DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
3028. To consider Planning Applications referred by South Downs National Park:   

• SDNP/25/01993/PNTEL: Telecom Mast 3124 Vinnells Lane West Meon Hampshire: Removal of 1no existing 
17.5m monopole and 3no existing antennas to be replaced with 1no new 20m monopole accommodating 3no 
new antennas and 1no new 600mm dish, installation of 1no new equipment cabinet and other associated 
ancillary works thereto.  Decision: Raise No Objection.  

 
3029. Decisions made by South Downs National Park.  NONE 
3030. Appeals made to South Downs National Park: NONE 

 

 

Bernice Gibson-Ost 

6th June 2025 

Payee Description Amount (£) Payment 
method Net VAT Gross 

Hugo Fox Web hosting 9.99 2.00 11.99 DD 
Clerk salary Clerk salary 691.46  0.00 691.46 FP 

HMRC Clerk NI & Tax 246.20  0.00 246.20 FP 
 H D Homescapes Gate Repair  36.50 0.00 36.50 FP 
 CB Reid  Payroll and Pension Services 36.00 0.00 36.00 FP 

 Todeka Support Audit: 2 x meetings 81.00 16.20 97.20 
 

FP 
Do The Numbers Internal Audit WMPC 24/25 320.00 0.00 320.00 FP 
 Winchester City Council Dog Bin Emptying – Jan – March 2025 130.00 0.00 130.00 FP 
          FP 
   Total 1551.15 18.20 1569.35  
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