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	West Meon Parish Council Annual Parish Council Meeting Minutes of
6th May 2025, 6.30pm
West Meon Village Hall
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	Present:
	Cllr H Davies (Chair) Cllr V Burke (Vice Chair); Cllr S Fowler, Cllr S Hickmore, 
Cllr J Humphreys, Cllr T Main


	In Attendance:
	Cllr Bolton (WCC), Cllr M Wallace (HCC), B Gibson-Ost Parish Clerk



  Meeting started:    6.33 pm.	

	Item No.  
	Item  
	Decision  

	3037 
	Election of Chair
	1. 

	Cllr H Davies was re-elected as Chair and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	3038 
	Election of Vice Chair
	1.

	Cllr V Burke was re-elected as Vice Chair and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	3039 
	Apologies for Absence
	1.
	Apologies accepted from Cllr R Gedye and Cllr J Pett (WCC).

	3040 
	Chairs Remarks
	1.
	No major updates this month.  Some content is to be added to the website on behalf of the Sports Pavilion.

	3041 
	Disclosable pecuniary interests 
	1. 
	Cllr Silk declared a pecuniary interest in Item 3057 (SDNP/25/01468/LDE) and did not participate in the discussion or vote.

	3042 
	To Suspend Standing Orders 
	1. 

	Members RESOLVED to suspend Standing orders to allow for public participation.  No public in attendance. 

	3043  
	To Resume Standing Orders 
	1. 
	Members RESOLVED to resume Standing orders 

	3044  
	Report from outside bodies: District 
Council
	1.





	Cllr Neil Bolton addressed the council. 
a. Community Grants are available, and parishes are encouraged to apply (deadline UK Shared Prosperity Fund 27th May and Rural England Prosperity Fund 11th June). 
b. A report regarding traffic speed management in rural areas was given, see Appendix A for recommendations.  

	3045 
	Report from outside bodies: County Council 
	 1. 
 
	Cllr Malcolm Wallace addressed the council. 
a. A new recycling facility has been approved for broader household waste collection.
b. My Home Made Better is launched.  Free impartial energy advice on making your home energy efficient.  
c. Cllr Malcolm Wallace to provide an article that can be used in the Parish News and on the Parish Council website.    

	3046 
	Minutes of previous meeting: 7th April 2025
	1. 
	Minutes from the 7th April meeting were approved and signed by the Chair.  

	3047 
	Co-option
	1. 
	No update.

	3048 
	Clerks Report
	1.
	The Clerk tabled her report on ongoing activities (West Meon Parish Council 2nd May 2025 Clerks Report).
a. The Clerk will set up view-only access in Scribe for Cllrs, enabling more timely access to the Asset Register and financial reports.
b. Members RESOLVED to approve additional hours worked during April.  Total hours worked 57.
c. Internal audit scheduled for 1st June.  Support offered to the Clerk if needed.  

	3049 
	Flood Risk/Weir
	1.

	No update.  The Clerk to follow up with Cllr Gedye to see when the next update is expected.

	3050 
	Bank Balances
	1.


	The balances on the current and deposit accounts as of 31st April 2025 were noted:-
· Current account £61,608.73 
· Deposit account   £52,601.40


	3051 
	Receipts and Payments
	1.

2.
3.
	Members noted the Receipts and Payments made for April 2025 (see Appendix B) .
Precept of £20,250.00 from WCC received.
The April grants (approved 7th April item 3027) had not been processed.  Cllr Davies to initiate Unity payment. 

	3052 
	Year End Forecast
	1.


	The Year End Forecast was not available at the time of the meeting.   The Clerk to follow-up with Tom Brindley (former locum clerk). 

	3053 
	Payments
	1.

	Members noted the payments planned for May 2025.
a. HALC payment and Affiliation fee:  on hold pending clarification of what the fee included.  The Clerk to follow-up with HALC.  
b. NEST pension figure queried.  The Clerk is already checking this with CB Reid and will report back.  

	
	Payee
	Description
	Amount (£)
	Payment method

	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	

	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting
	9.99
	2.00
	11.99
	DD

	Todeka Ltd
	Locum Clerk (March Support): INV 129
	90.00
	18.00
	108.00
	FP

	Clerk salary
	Clerk salary (5 hours overtime)
	707.38
	0.00
	707.38
	FP

	Nest Pension
	Clerk pension
	26.84
	0.00
	26.84
	DD

	HMRC
	Clerk NI & Tax
	253.55
	0.00
	253.55
	FP

	WM Village Hall
	Hall Hire: Inv 1107 (WMPC/SDNP)
	20.25
	20.25
	20.25
	FP

	WM Village Hall
	Hall Hire: PC Meetings (10 months x £18)
	180.00
	0.00
	180.00
	FP

	Hydrock Consultants Ltd
	Consultancy fees for water environment work & hydraulic modelling: INV101158
	4950.00
	
990.00
	 5940.00
	
FP

	WM Sports Hall
	Annual Parish Meeting & hall hire: INV 0082
	130.00
	-
	130.00
	FP

	Winchester City Council
	Annual Play inspection Meon Wara & Headon View
	113.20
	22.64
	135.84
	FP

	HALC
	HALC Affiliation fee and NALC levy: INV7383
	406.00
	-
	406.00
	FP

	HALC
	Training Course – Knowledge & Core Skills: INV 7345
	800.00
	160.00
	960.00
	FP

	CB Reid
	Payroll and Pension for period ending 5 April: INV 526252
	30.00
	
6.00
	36.00
	
FP

	Unity
	Service Charge
	6.00
	0.00
	6.00
	DD

	
	
Total:                                                                                  £7723.21   £1218.89   £8921.85
 





	NEST PENSION:  figure updated after the meeting to reflect the correct value as confirmed by CB Reid.  Original figure stated Employer Contributions only.

	3054 
	Deposit Account Savings
	1.
	Members RESOLVED to transfer £40,000.00 from Unity Current Account to Unity Deposit account, for interest gain.  

	3055 
	Gate Latch Repair
	1.
	Members RESOLVED to approve a quote from HD Homes for £36.50.  Clerk to proceed with arrangements.

	3056 
	Grants 
	1.

	Members RESOLVED to award a grant from Citizens Advice Winchester District of £220.00, to support the training of 10-12 volunteers.

	3057 
	Planning Applications Received:
	1.
	SDNP/25/01468/LDE:  Marlands Farm: NO COMMENT
SDNP/25/01418/FUL: The West Meon (Caffeine & Machine): NO OBJECTION

	3058 
	Planning decisions made:
	1. 

2. 
	SDNP/25/01205/PNTEL: Brocklands Farm Telecom: NO OBJECTION
Enforcement: SDNP/25/00004/OPDEV: Enforcement case closed.
	

	3059 
	Appeals
	1. 
	None 
	

	3060 
	Woodlands Entrance Signs  
	1. 



2.
	Members agreed to proceed with the installation of two of the proposed three village entrance signs, subject to confirmation that the necessary permissions have been granted.  Third location is deferred. 
Clerk to circulate the location map.
	

	3061 
	Woodlands Fingerpost Signs 
	1. 
	The Clerk updated members: delay due to HCC internal changes.  Work is expected to progress shortly.  
	

	3062 
	Future Services Consultation Response 
	1. 
 
	Members RESOLVED to accept the response from the Community and Recreation Working Group and authorised the Clerk to submit it by 7th May 2025.
	

	3063 
	HCC Licence Agreement
	1. 


	RESOLVED: Members agreed that the Proper Officer be authorised to sign the Hampshire County Council (HCC) licence agreement. As only an incorrect version was available at the meeting, the correct version will be presented to the Chair for witnessing.
	

	3064 
	Recreation Ground 
	1.



2.
	Model Flying Club’s application – noted as withdrawn.
Weekly outdoor fitness bootcamp – Members gave approval in principle, subject to further details. The Clerk was authorised to obtain additional information and circulate it to Members.
	

	3065 
	Car Park Working Group
	1.
	Cllr Burke provided an update on the recent meeting with the Sports Club and Village Hall representatives. The following recommendations were noted:
a. Implement quarterly reviews of car park usage.
b. Repair the disabled parking space sign – this had fallen but has since been reinstated.
c. Install a cycle rack with capacity for up to 9 bikes. Cllr Fowler to explore potential funding through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund or the Rural England Prosperity Fund as a community-led initiative.
	

	3066 
	Date/Time of Next Meeting
	1.
	Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 6.30pm.
	


  
The meeting closed at 8.16 pm  
  
Signed:   	 	Name: 
 
 
 
(Chair of meeting approving minutes) 
  
Dated: 

APPENDIX:

Appendix A: District Council Update on Traffic Speed Calming in Rural Areas (3044)
a. The current focus is looking to reduce speeds to 30mph in areas with limited infrastructure.  
b. There is a lack of funding from HCC for traffic management.
c.  The recommendation is to continue to monitor traffic speeds within the parish and maintain dialogue with HCC about rural traffic management strategies.

Appendix B: Payments made up to April 31st  (3053):

	Payee
	Description
	Amount (£)
	Payment method

	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	

	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting
	9.99
	2.00
	11.99
	DD

	Clerk
	Salary Feb + Mar
	1045.25
	-
	1045.25
	FP

	NEST
	Clerk Pension
	60.43
	
	60.43
	DD

	HMRC
	Clerk NI & Tax (Feb + Mar)
	389.70
	
	389.70
	FP

	Hydrock Consultants Ltd
	Consultancy fees for water environmental work
	2030.63
	406.13
	2436.76
	FP

	
HALC

	Training Cllr Burke ‘Latest Updates in Planning’
	48.00
	9.60
	57.60
	FP

	WCC
	Precept (26142)
	20,250.00
	0.00
	20,250.00
	CR

	Unity
	Service Charge
	6.00
	0.00
	6.00
	DD



















The Clerk Pension:  in previous minutes (7th April) the figure stated was £34.53 but excluded the contribution from the Clerk (already deducted).  The correct figure is £60.43, the amount deducted from Unity Bank.  

Appendix C - Discussion Outside Agenda – For Information Only

Wall Repair – The Cross:  during the meeting the damaged wall located at the corner of The Cross arose.  Further investigation and potential repair may be necessary, as the wall is showing signs of deterioration.  There was discussion about potential grant opportunities for repair.  There was no formal decision made during this meeting.  This item requires further investigation and will be subject to future council discussion.    
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